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3 things

1. Citizenship.

2. Art.

3. Science.



3/11: Citizen scientists and ways of ‘not forgetting’



Our role as SSH researchers: document and facilitate…

• CS challenges and potentially complements formal 
institutional approaches to RP and nuclear safety 
governance.
• How?
• When?
• To what effects?

• Open up a dialogue among citizens, scholars, and 
artists… ultimately, with the aim of integrating societal 
and ethical considerations into RP work (and S&T 
innovation more broadly).
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…as well as question ‘what is’ and offer alternatives.



Academics can change the world—if they 
stop talking only to their peers
• Research and creative thinking can change the world. This means that 

academics have enormous power. But the overwhelming majority 
are not shaping today’s public debates.

• Instead, their work is largely sitting in academic journals that are read 
almost exclusively by their peers. …an average journal article is “read 
completely by no more than ten people.” 

- The Conversation, 21 March 2016; http://theconversation.com/uk

http://theconversation.com/uk


Academics can change the world—if they 
stop talking only to their peers
… and do a better job of observing and listening.

Nurture ‘technologies of humility’:

‘Researchers and policy-makers need ways for accommodating 
the partiality of scientific knowledge and for acting under the 
inevitable uncertainty it holds.’

- Sheila Jasanoff, Nature 450, p.33 (1 November 2007)
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In conclusion: Show, tell, show and tell?

• Good academic writing: ‘Show and tell’
• Spell it out, state information explicitly (also when it is patently obvious, and 

by using plenty of jargon)
• We conclude that the public engagement experiment successfully redefined 

audience participation for reasons x, y, z.

• Good creative writing: ‘Show, don’t tell’
• Subtext, implied messages, ‘reading between the lines’
• Participants yawned or sighed audibly. A young man looked out the window. 

Learning there was only a dead brick wall to see, he reached for his iphone. 

• Show more, tell less?
• Engaging with reason, emotion, ethos, rhetoric, and all the senses


