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Introduction

The ENGAGE project through documents and case studies, analyze the challenges related to 

stakeholders’ involvement in the governance of risks from ionizing radiation (IR) and the application of 

the EUROATOM/2013 Directive in European countries.

Liutsko L., et al., RICOMET2019, 2nd July, Barcelona
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Introduction

2 Cases:

1) Stakeholders’ engagement in RP in dental clinics (private in Spain)

2) Example of rising awareness on justification of RP in medical

(preventive) use and self-engagement of stakeholders (general 

public) via internet Forums in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine (drive 

license applicants)

Liutsko L., et al., RICOMET2019, 2nd July, Barcelona
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X-rays use in dental clinic (Spain)

Aim: 

Observation of awareness on optimization & justification of X rays use in dental private clinic in 

Spain and stakeholders engagement in it

Methodology:  web analysis + (2 observational cases: 1 – observer for another patient, and 2 –

being as a patient)

Liutsko L., et al., RICOMET2019, 2nd July, Barcelona

Does exist in a practice Informed Consent in dental clinics?

Do professionals of dental clinics provide information on IR exposure, 

doses, risks, RP, etc.?

What is knowledge of professionals of dental clinics have on IR 

exposure and risks in their practices?
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ICF (Informed Consent Form)

Quite limited ammount of 

ICDs for public use
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Informed Consent in Dental Practice
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Where patients can obtain
information from?

 Patients' informed consent is a legal regulation and a moral principle. It 
represents patients' rights to take part in the clinical decisions concerning 
their treatment.

 In order to practice in a professionally responsible manner, dentists must 
assist patients to make well-informed decisions about treatment procedures.

What about information on X-rays, etc? – Where patients can obtain from? 
Are they are aware of IR risks? 
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Professionals - Doctor’s blog: Madrid

Internet: professional blogs

Here an example of a private dental clinics: “Radiographies at the

dentists: Are they necessary?, Do they bring any danger to our health?”



This project has received funding from the Euratom research and training programme 2014-2018 under grant agreement No 662287.

Doctor’s blog: Madrid

Not clear

information:

“a small dose”

Digital aparatus

have “much less

radiation” compared

those conventional
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Doctor’s blog: Madrid

Erroneous information

Errors in interpretation of 

information -> incorrect info

“Doses of radiation obtained from

artificial sources are much less

those received from natural 

sources”
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CSN data on artificial sources of 
ionizing radiation

1,3 mSv
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X-rays use in dental clinic (Spain)

Results / Conclusions, lessons learned

- (from web analysis): incoherent information on a professional blog about “small doses” (natural & 

artificial)

- Limited (to say zero) awareness on use of X – rays for dental practice (“the doses are small, 

nothing will happen”) 

- Not all professionals of clinics know well how to use a X ray machine but use it on practice 

(repeated exposure just of not using correctly / doubts in procedure “which button to press?” / 

bad quality of output)

- “Expert” on doing x-rays in clinics, on the request to show the doses applied to procedure on

machine: no any basic knwoledge on it “Here it is [showing on the maching screen numbers … 

Sv/cm2], but I do not know what does it mean”

Liutsko L., et al., RICOMET2019, 2nd July, Barcelona
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Best practices examples
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2nd Case: X-rays (x lungs) are needed to pass the
medical commission (post-Soviet coutries)

Aim: 

Observation of awareness on optimization & justification of X rays use – Are they really needed to 

obtain a drive license? // Stakeholders self-involvement

Methodology web analysis of relevant docs and public Forums
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 Is it necessary to pass a breast

X rays (Flurography) for a medical

commission to obtain a drive license?
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Internet Forum discussion:

“JurDoctor, I simply do not want to expose my organism to radiation and do not

consider a fluorography as necessary to pass medical comission for drivers….”
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Internet Forum discussion:

“

Citing the Ministry of Health Law from 1989…

and further comment: “So, it is obligatory to exposure?

Then I better all my life will walk instead!”
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X-rays (x lungs) are needed to pass the medical 
commission (post-Soviet coutries)

Results / Conclusions, lessons learned

Requirement: to pass a medical revision to obtain a drive license

Physician who is singing that “person is healthy” need to prove it, and without Lungs’ X-ray 

procedure performed (a traditional method for prevention against of tuberculosis).

The topic “is it possible to obtain medical commission pass without having been exposed to x-

rays?” results in the burocracy of the established procedure many years ago (form soviet epoch):

“theoretically you have a right to deny it, but if your medical commission will not passes, you will not 

get a drive license”.

This is an example of self organised engagement of general public in RP issues…
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DISCUSSION

DISCUSSION and questions???
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

Contact to: Liudmila.Liutsko@ISGlobal.org


