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Learn as you go: 
Social science-in-the-making in 

post-disaster Fukushima
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OBJECTIVES

1. Citizen science 
in Japan 

2. Evolution of activities 
and motivations of 
citizen science after 
Fukushima

3. Institutionalization 
of citizen science 
in Japan

4. Global context
of citizen science in 
monitoring radiation 

Potential of citizen science in 
nuclear incidents, accidents and post-disaster situations
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Devices: evolution of citizen science 



METHODOLOGY

• Qualititative research
• Fieldwork in Japan (2018)

• interviews
• Participatory observation
• Ethnographic techniques

• Document analysis
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CHALLENGES
1. Post-disaster 

situation
2. Bridging cultures
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I am going to give you some frameworks that have helped me to frame my work



POST-DISASTER 
SITUATION
• Before and after 3.11: disruption

• Social
• Material 
• Environmental 

• Risk perceptions (Zinn J.O., 2008)
• Boundary-work (Gieryn T.F., 1983)
• Scientism (Kimura A., 2016)
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Scientism: facts, increasing reliance on science to make your point come across



BRIDGING CULTURES 
AND LANGUAGES

• Political cultures (Jasanoff S., 2001)
• Orientalism (Said E.W., 1978)
• Risk society (Beck U., 1992)
“contemporary realities force 
people to think of themselves as 
being located in spaces which are 
necessarily global, or in any event 
which extend well beyond the 
nation-state” (Wieviorka M., 2016)
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“Let me begin with a “worst scenario,” a 
virtually completed study over which a 
researcher belatedly wishes he or she 
could wave a magic wand: “Poof. 
Ethnography!”” 
(Wolcott H.F., 1990, p.53)

CONCLUSION:
SOCIAL SCIENCE-IN-THE-MAKING
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Conclusion: important to think ahead, and think about methodology
Be aware of the methodologies you want to use.



CONCLUSION:
SOCIAL SCIENCE-IN-THE-MAKING
“[…] Given this negative character, it
makes no sense to crystallize first
principles or seek natural laws that
generate best cases. Instead, I practice
arts of noticing. I comb through the mess
of existing worlds-in-the-making, looking
for treasures—each distinctive and
unlikely to be found again, at least in that
form. [emphasis added]”
(Tsing A.L., 2015, p.191)
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I am taught to adapt to the situation, not let the situation adapt to me.
Research adapt to the situation.
In Japanese Studies ‘adapt’ is an important word. 臨機応変: adapting to any given situation
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