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Hevibe o dop b ida
Fukushima, Jup1w|

E Gearetweet door Fukushima
Reuters Top News (@Reuters - 14 mrt. 2011
FLASH: Reactor operator confirms fire near reactor building of Daiichi Mo.4 unit

REUTERS

Openen

Geretweet door Fukushima

Breaking News (@ BreakingNews 14 mrt. 2011

More on blast: Explosion may be more severe than previous incidents;
containment vessel possibly damaged - nytimes hitp-/nyti ms/ecvUd4i

Openen

NEW BLAST AT NUCLEAR POWER PLANT

Soma workers evacuated due to dlevated radiation lovels

[ ]
Fukushima emergency is perhaps greatest immediate threat to
humanity—it's ongoing, scale of crisis is not known. radioactive ocean.
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A masked woman wears a newspaper with a banner headline:
"Radiation Detected in Large Amount"”.




Mass media use
(Belgium)

Which were your main sources of information
about the Fukushima accident?
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TRADITIONAL
MEDIA

wspapers (printed)
Internet sources _ 309%

Information and rumors - oy
on the street or in shops o

Personal communication

(discussion with friends, - 15%

neighbours, relatives)

Other sources P 3%

Source: SCKeCEN Barometer 2013, Turcanu C. & Perko T.




Mass media use
(Belgium)

Which were your main sources of information |

about the Fukushima acciden
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Internet sources _ 30%

Information and rumors - —04
on the street or in shops °

Personal communication
(discussion with friends,
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Use of information sources on the internet in the
case of the Fukushima accident
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wspapers (online) 85%

o crarncts T s
TV and radio channels
Web pages of governmental

and non-governmental _ 29%

organisations

Twitter

Facebook

Blogs - 10

Other (e.g. YouTube) J. 10

26%




Media represent, interpret and construct the reality

 give a voice to different stakeholders (traditional media have a selection power,

new media empower citizens journalism)

Boomgaarden & de Vreese, 2007; Robinson, 2009; Schultz, Utz & Goritz ,2011

e play the role of a “watchdog” of society
Rupar, 2007, 2010

e fulfil the economic aspects of publishing or broadcasting; ‘if it bleeds, it leads’
Berkowitz, 2008

e can create, shape or terminate a crisis (framing of the event)
Kovach & Rosenstiel, 2007; Wilson, 1996

e (co)influence related political and public salience
Vliegenthart & Walgrave, 2008 !



“Who sets the media agenda?”
McCombs, 2005




“Who sets the media agenda?”
McCombs, 2005

Inter-media agenda setting:

e An effect from one medium on the other in traditional media
Golan, 2006; Vliegenthart & Walgrave, 2008

e Continuous source cycle where new and traditional media influence each other
Wallsten, 2007; Meraz, 2011; Vliegenthart & Walgrave, 2008

* YouTube videos on traditional media Sayre, Bode, Shah, Wilcox and Shah , 2010

* Tweets do trigger news stories and Twitter becomes an important tool for
journalists

Broersma and Graham, 2012, Jungherr, 2014; Neuman, Guggenheim, Jang, & Bae, 2014;
Skogerbg & Krumsvik, 2014

* Blogs, TV, newspapers influence each other Messner & Distaso , 2008



Is there more content?

TELEVISIOM PRINT MEDIA RaDIO




. Is there more content?

TELEVISIOM PRINT MEDIA RaDIO

* Increase of media outlets does not necessarily lead to an increase of news
content
Boczkowski, 2010

 Media agenda is rather stable across news outlets despite growing
diversification of information channels
Boczkowski and De Santos, 2007

 The homogenization of news (however, may not continue)
Lee, 2007

* More research is needed Weaver , 2014



Rupar, V. (2010). Journalism and Meaning-Making; Hampton Press .
par - (2010)-J R What is newsworthy

for media in general?
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How and what did they report about Fukushima?

Photos: private archive, correspondent Veerle de Vos, VRT, Belgium:



Media analysis of reporting on Fukushima '_

 Newspapers in the U.S. were more likely to provide
than media reporting about previous nuclear
accidents: Chernobyl or Three Mile Island. Kim & Bie, 2013

e American and Canadian TV networks mostly presented the Fukushima
nuclear accident as
Suggests that political or commercial alliances at the national level may —
indirectly — influence media discourse.
Katchanovski, 2012

e British journalists, compared to their German colleagues, dedicated less
than to the catastrophe.

e German and Swiss media focused much
Kepplinger & R. Lemke, 2012



Environnement | Au port de Gecbruges
Inoffensif, le premier

bateau venu du Japon FEITEN SPREKEN OVERHEID TEGEN

- e g =252 Media analysis of reporting on Fukushima

. mr'ialysis of Belgian newspapers, shows that even though intensive efforts
are dedicated in Japan to the

in the
overall Belgian reporting.
has been given to the for nuclear
emergencies.
 The most important issues identified in the relation to the
presence/absence of radioactivity in the food chain or related
environmental contamination were in the French
language newspapers and in the Dutch language

newspapers.

Turcanu, Perko et. all, 2012



Main criticism on traditional journalism
in Fukushima

TELEWVISIOM PRINT MEDIA RADIO

e Television reporting presented unrelenting and repetitive videos or
broadcasting irrelevant graphics and interviews.

Friedman, 2011

* Lack of animated maps that would include a time series visualization of
radiological effects, acquired data, for a coherent picture.

Hoetzlein, 2012

* The problem wasn’t getting expert sources; it was vetting experts
sources. Everyone with broadband had access to more expertise than a
reporter could possibly read and absorb.

Sandman, 2011
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Goal WP6.3 [PIRIEEIPAIKIE

The analysis of the use of respectively traditional media and social media
in the context of the Fukushima accident.

Aim

« | NEW BLAST AT NUCLEAR POWER PLANT w
Soma worker evacuated dus 1o slevatod radiation lovels

To assess the contribution of the media to the quality of public information
in the context of emergency, in the perspective of the Aarhus Convention.
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Content analysis of 1340 articles
in six different countries

“Fukushima “ and “nuclear”
March 11th - May 11th, 2011

Total articles
Ng = 260
N, =270
= - Ny =133
= N =172
' N, = 190
N, =315




Content analysis of 1340 articles
in six different countries

“Fukushima “ and “nuclear”
March 11th - May 11th, 2011
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B EU member states with operating nuclear power plants (as of January 2014)

B EU member states without operating nuclear power plants

2 Non-EU countries with operating nuclear power plants
Non-EU countries without operating nuclear power plants

L"a_1uia
B\ ithuania
Analysed: _
. . .. . Ireland Linites etherlands
similarities and differences - e S |

in reporting about Fukushima M

o EI-'E !E i |':qr-|.
LIJH-"QI bourg

‘J—. ]

| "-:Ij 1 T g
France I.r‘_"__*‘_r_'-::':j"q 4 Hungary /
Fgggs Tovenia-_4il
—IEI"" 4 ...a,."'ertllima ig
- \ ang BrZeqov

G
|




voic a pluie radioactive Scientific methodology
Content analysis

Krippendorff, K. (2004 ) Reliability in Content Analysis.
Human Communication Research, 30, 411-433.

Koelbad reactor 4
is het zorgenkind

Inter-coder
reliability
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What was analysed?_

» 200 variables:

 media attentiveness,

e information sources,

e reported topics,

e conflicts reported,

e radiation measurements reported,

* risk comparisons,

 media interest in different emergency management aspects

e attitude towards nuclear energy...



What was analysed?n

Media attentiveness

Number of articles per week (per country)

Total articles
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What we can learn?

Media attentiveness

&t ¢ The nuclear —emergency information is the most
newsworthy for the media at the beginning of the accident.
At a later stage, media re-orientate the attention to other
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é e — N change through time and does not support recovery phase.
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Following Presentations \

> 200 variables:

* media attentiveness,

e information sources,
e reported topics,
e conflicts reported, '

e radiation measurements reported,

e In-depth analysis

e Suggestions for discussion and
recommendations

* risk comparisons,
 media interest in different emergency management aspects

e attitude towards nuclear energy...




